Sin and Pride
One of the central issues of life is sin, and how to define it.  Even unbelievers recognize that there is right and wrong, and hence, sin.  The natural human tendency is to legalize it; i.e. set down fixed rules that you can do this but cannot do that.  This ultimately never works, because sin is in reality not that easy to define.  In Christian circles the most common definition is “missing the mark”; this is accurate, but it requires further definition as to what is the mark.  One of the most revealing scriptures is Romans 14:23 which states “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”  This puts sin in a completely different light, for it reveals that it is impossible to set a list of rules that this is sin and that is not.  This verse says that ANYTHING done without faith is sin; that would include getting out of bed in the morning.  But how do you get out of bed with faith?  It is actually very simple.  What God desires is relationship and communion with us.  We accomplish that by constant communication with and reliance on God.  It is not necessary to ask God each time we want to get out of bed if that we should, but it is necessary to take God with us at all times.  It is also necessary to defer our own wisdom at all times and be open to God to redirect us.
We all know that sin among men started with Eve in the Garden of Eden being deceived by the serpent.  What many do not realize is that Adam was not deceived (1 Timothy 2:13-14 says “13For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 14And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.”  I believe that this means is that while Eve did not realize what she was doing, Adam did.  Another thing to note is that Adam was not off wandering around elsewhere, for Genesis 3:6 says “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”   Note that he was with her, and made the deliberate decision that he would rather live without God than without Eve.  We call this the “original sin”, which, as far as man is concerned, it is.  But it is not the real original sin.  That one was when Lucifer rebelled against God.  This is described in Isaiah 14:12-15:  “   12How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 15Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.”  But it is described in more detail in Jeremiah 28:12-19 “12Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, “Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 13Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 14Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 15Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 16By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 17Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 18Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. 19All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.”  This passage does not identify Lucifer or Satan, but it clearly refers to him; it says he was in the garden of God, it says that he was “the anointed cherub that covereth”; this is clearly an angelic being.  It also refers to the day he was created, not born, and hence it could not be a man, as the only one created was Adam.  
So what was the source of Lucifer’s sin?  The above quoted passage says to me that it was pride in his own beauty.  The Bible says in 1 Timothy 6:10 “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”  In one sense this is certainly true; it is the desire for wealth that inspires pretty much all evil behavior.  But this passage does not say that the love of money is the root of all sin, because it is not.  All evil is sin, but not all sin is evil per se.  It is pride that was the original sin, and pride is at the foundation of all sin, including the love of wealth.  After all, what is the purpose of wealth, but to show one’s self off as better than others?  That is pride.  Why do some men seek to seduce as many women as possible?  Again, it is pride.  Whenever you examine any sinful behavior you will find, when you strip it to its roots, the roots are pride.
This casts 1 Corinthians 1:21-29 in a different light.  “21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  23But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness;  24But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.  25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  26For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:  27But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  28And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  29That no flesh should glory in his presence.”  I have often wondered why it is so hard to bring intelligent and educated people to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ; the real reason is pride.  For someone (like myself) who has succeeded in running the obstacle course of our humanistic education system and been declared worthy, it is very easy to take pride in that accomplishment and to rely on it for salvation.  I talked in the previous message that there are four things that all men know instinctively; and these are that there is a God, that there is life after death, that there will be a judgment, and that we will fall short if judged on our merits.  Education and knowledge are one of Satan’s best weapons for pushing this realization into the background; after all, since I have learned all of these things I am wise, I am worthwhile, and I am good.  Therefore that must be enough, and anyone who weighs me in the balance will find me worthy.  That is the intellectual mindset, and its foundation is pride.  On the other side, it is comparatively easy to walk into a prison and lead people to the Lord; many more people in prison than in universities are willing to admit that they have messed up and cannot make it on their own goodness.  In order to accept the offer of forgiveness that Jesus Christ offers, it is first necessary to acknowledge that I have something that needs to be forgiven.  All of us have seen how people can justify the most outrageous sin to themselves; and if they are not confronted with an absolute and unchanging standard they will soon convince themselves that God will overlook this (if He in fact exists.)  God will in fact forgive everything, but He will overlook nothing.  That means that every sin must be confessed in order to be forgiven (with the exception of a brand new believer, who can get blanket forgiveness for everything in his past).  This is very important, and is the key to walking with God and accomplishing His purposes.  He will let you know when there is something blocking your communion with Him; if you do not get it right then it will become a bigger and bigger barrier, and the human tendency is to make excuses rather than to confess and get rid of it.  This too arises out of pride.  
“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  So says Proverbs 16:25, and that poses the question as to why so many people would follow the ways of death.  I have made a study of accounts of people who have been shown Heaven and/or Hell, and one thing that has struck me is that many of them report seeing the proportion of people dying going to heaven and hell, and it is extraordinarily consistent that only 2 to 3% of the people who die make it to heaven.  This has always bothered me; why is it so few?  The answer I have come up with is that God has put up with rebellion once, and will never tolerate another one.  Therefore the only ones He can allow in Heaven with Him are those who have proven that they love Him first and foremost, and will always submit their will to His (realizing, of course, that He knows even better than they do what will be the best for them AND bring them the most happiness).  And what is the one thing that will stand in the way of this?  You guessed it, pride.  
This is why Jesus speaks so strongly against our taking credit for our accomplishments.  Luke 17:7-10 says “ 7But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?  8And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?  9Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not.  10So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, “We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.”  I was confused about this for a long time, until I understood that Jesus was speaking against spiritual pride, which has probably caused more ministries to go astray than everything else put together.  It is also the most dangerous kind of pride, because it will completely blind its victim to what Satan is really doing.  It is only when we realize that it is pride that is behind all sin, and make the decision to root it out of our lives that we have a chance of beating it.  But it requires constant vigilance, as it is perhaps the best tool Satan has to defeat us.
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